Efforts in Turkey to Revitalize the Ancient Silk Road

1. Efforts at the Union of Chambers and Commodity Exchanges of Turkey:

Turkey is placed in a strategically place linking East and West.  She is a very important country in the road transportation sector, has the largest registered TIR-approved fleet in the world.  Forty percent of Turkish Foreign Trade, in value base, is transported by her international road transport sector of around 1,300 firms and fleet of 40,000 vehicles.  
TOBB is the highest level representative of Turkish private sector with 365 chambers and commodity exchanges which serves around 1,300,000 members in Turkey.  TOBB is extensively involved in trade facilitation and road transportation; therefore, places great importance to the revitalization of the ancient Silk Road. 

Turkey and the Union of Chambers and Commodity Exchanges of Turkey (TOBB) place great importance in the revitalization of the Ancient Silk Road.  There is by now significant amount of literature in economics, sociology, and political science, etc. documenting that increased trade among countries is highly correlated with increasing welfare, peace, and political stability.  Supporting this view and keeping in mind the often-cited untapped potential of the Central Asian economies, Turkey and TOBB are contributing actively to revitalization efforts.
TOBB is actively involved in the border modernizations to increase the speed of trade.  To this end, GTI, an affiliated company with TOBB, is an expert in the border gate modernization.  The company is the first and single implementer of the modernization of the land border gates based on the “Build-Operate-Transfer” model in the Turkey and in the world.  Modernization with the model brings no financial burden to the public.  To meet the passenger needs, food and beverage stores, bank, souvenir shops, gas stations and duty-free stores are operated by GTI in the modernized border gates.  Thus, public authorities carry out the public procedures like customs and passport control more rapidly and efficiently.  Among many, GTI has modernized Kapikule Border Gate (Turkey-Bulgaria), the world’s busiest border gate.  As a result of the modernizations, border waiting times have been reduced significantly, from hours to minutes; thereby contributing to intercontinental trade.  Please see pictures below, for example, for Hamzebeyli border gate (between Turkey and Bulgaria) prior to and after the modernizations.  Other border gates that are modernized to meet tomorrow’s trade from or in transit through Turkey include, but not limited to, Kapikule Border Gate (Turkey & Bulgaria) (Sarp Border Gate (Turkey & Georgia), Habur Border Gate (Turkey & Iraq), and Cilvegozu (Turkey and Syria).
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Hamzebeyli, after the modernizations.
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TOBB believes that a rigorous scientific approach to trade facilitation is an essential contribution to the swift problem-solving abilities of the private sector.  Therefore, Economic Policy Research Foundation of Turkey (TEPAV) conducts extensive social and economic research regarding the revitalization of the Silk Road.  TEPAV plans to combine academic work with the everyday trade practices, and hence, contribute to developing the best practices in the Black Sea and Central Asia region.

TOBB is in close coordination with other international and regional organizations involved in the revitalization efforts.   Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO), International Road Transportation Union (IRU), UNECE, EU-TRACECA, Islamic Development Bank, World Customs Organization, are among the organizations with which TOBB is in close cooperation.

2. Efforts at Other Organizations in Turkey:
Turkish Ministry of Tourism and Culture is working actively in the cultural aspect of the Silk Road.  Since the Ancient Silk Road brought together and mingled many cultures along the route, preservation of cultures and other historical remnants is of outmost importance for historical, cultural, and economic reasons.
Some of the Ministry’s works include plans to modernize and restore ancient cultural facilities along the Ancient Silk Road.  The Ministry of Culture is working closely with UNESCO and WTO to designate and protect cultural remnants.  It is also involved in the Silk Road “brand” and “logo” design studies.
3. Transportation in Turkey:

TOBB is the biggest TIR carnet guaranteeing and issuing association under UNECE’s TIR Convention of 1972, the most important international transit transport instrument in international trade.  One fourth of the all the TIR Carnets distributed in the world is distributed to Turkish firms by TOBB, namely 750,000 out of 3,000,000 TIR Carnets are distributed to Turkish firms alone.  On the other hand, “European Agreement Concerning the Work of Crews of Vehicles Engaged in International Road Transport” (AETR) requires the use of Digital Tachograph by vehicles engaged in road transport.  TOBB is the national card issuing authority under AETR in Turkey and, also the distributor of national trucking authorizations. 

Also, within the organizational structure of TOBB, there are 58 Sectoral Assemblies that presents an excellent platform for bringing together the public and private sector representatives, which function as a platform to solve the sectoral problems and develop proposals for the competitiveness of the sector.  Regarding the transportation sector, there exist Turkish Transport and Logistics Assembly, Turkish Passenger Transport by Road Assembly, the Turkish Maritime Assembly, and Turkish Civil Aviation Assembly.
Turkey has extensive experience in the road transportation sector and is capable of channeling this valuable experience to OIC member states’ service or to any other organization affiliated with it.
Extensive efforts are underway to connect by rail Turkey with Central Asia and Europe.  Under ECO, Istanbul-Almaty-Istanbul container train project is underway and regular operation is soon to be expected.  Also, Bursa-Ankara fast-track train project is also considered as part of the wider Silk Road project.
In addition, Marmaray Project provides an upgrading of the commuter rail system in Istanbul, connecting Halkalı on the European side with Gebze on the Asian side with an uninterrupted, modern, high-capacity commuter rail system.  This Project is one of the major transportation infrastructure projects in the world at present.  The entire upgraded and new railway system will be approximately 76 km long. The main structures and systems; include the immersed tube tunnel, bored tunnels, cut-and-cover tunnels, at - grade structures, three new underground stations, 37 surface stations (renovation and upgrading), operations control centre, yards, workshops, maintenance facilities, upgrading of existing tracks including a new third track on ground, completely new electrical and mechanical systems and procurement of modern railway vehicles.

Turkey has also attached great emphasis on the United Nations Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) since the year 2000 and has worked in cooperation with the national authorities, policy makers and the international organizations aiming to contribute to the efforts to raise the global awareness for cooperating to achieve better development throughout the region and the world.  To this end, TOBB has conducted numerous projects in line with the UN-MDGs such as eradication of extreme poverty and hunger, develop a global partnership for development.
Consequently, with her dynamic economy and strategic location, Turkey is eager to contribute to revitalizing efforts of the Silk Road, and share her experiences with the rest of the involved partners.
� � HYPERLINK "http://www.marmaray.com/" �http://www.marmaray.com/� Last accessed January 23, 2011.





