BSEC CONTRIBUTION INTO THE DEVELOPMENT  
OF THE EURO-ASIAN TRANSPORT LINKS
The Cooperation Agreement between BSEC and UNECE was signed in 2 July 2001, but it should be noted that this cooperation started long before in the mid of 1990s, when the joint efforts were applied to the development of the Crete corridors.

The Agreement foresees, in particular, joint promotion of the development of international transport infrastructure networks, transport and border crossing facilitation, as well as harmonization of safety and environment norms and standards in the area of transport in the BSEC region, through inter alia accession to and implementation of UNECE international transport agreements and conventions by the BSEC member states. 
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 Euro-Asian Transport Corridors

The BSEC Member States are also members of the UNECE. The BSEC Member States are: Republic of Albania, Republic of Armenia, Republic of Azerbaijan, Republic of Bulgaria, Georgia, Hellenic Republic, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Republic of Serbia, Republic of Turkey and Ukraine. 

At the meeting in Thessaloniki on 28 January 2005 the Ministers of Transport of the BSEC Member States agreed that the development of transport axes connecting the Trans – European Transport Network with the Black Sea infrastructure transport network should be based on the Euro-Asian transport corridors and on the major routes adopted in the framework of the UNECE-UNESCAP Euro-Asian Transport Links Project as well as other international agreements and initiatives.

The BSEC work resulted in the development of three important mutually supplemented projects on cooperation in facilitation of road transport of goods, development of road and maritime infrastructure. Most of the BSEC initiatives in the field of transport were elaborated within the Working Group on Transport - a working organ of the BSEC Organization
. 
Its work goes in harmony with the work of the UNECE on the development of transport, in particular, on the development of TEM Master Plan, hinterland connections of seaports, facilitation of custom procedures, etc. The heads of the BSEC and UNECE secretariats have regular consultations on the issues of cooperation. Both organizations mutually extend invitations to each other for participation in their transport events.   
DEVELOPMENT OF ROAD INFRASTRUCTURE
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Preliminary map of the BSRH

The coordinated plan of road construction and rehabilitation for BSEC is vital to build and extend ties with the EU, Black Sea and Asian countries, in order to satisfy the requirements for international traffic in the future. Such a plan was incorporated into the Memorandum of Understanding for the Coordinated Development of the Black Sea Ring Highway (signed 19 April 2007 in Belgrade), which entered into force on 1 November 2008. The Black Sea Ring Highway will promote co-operation in the development of multimodal transport infrastructure in order to have adequate road interconnections with the Trans-European, the Pan-European and the Euro-Asian Transport Networks.

The development of the BSRH will include maintenance, reconstruction, rehabilitation, upgrading and new construction of main and ancillary road infrastructure.

In accordance with the MoU, the main route (approximately 7000 km) and its connections may include the following cities: Istanbul (Turkey), Samsun (Turkey), Trabzon (Turkey), Batumi (Georgia), Poti (Georgia), Yerevan (Armenia), Baku (Azerbaijan), Novorossiysk (Russia), Rostov-on-Don (Russia), Taganrog (Russia), Mariupol (Ukraine), Melitopol (Ukraine), Odessa (Ukraine), Chisinau (Moldova), Bucharest (Romania), Constantza (Romania), Haskovo (Bulgaria), Sofia (Bulgaria), Nish (Serbia), Belgrade (Serbia), Tirana (Albania), Edirne (Turkey), Komotini (Greece), Alexandroupolis (Greece), Istanbul (Turkey). 

In 2007 the BSEC Secretariat, in cooperation with the International Road Transport Union (IRU) and the Union of Road Transport Associations in the BSEC Region (BSEC-URTA) organized the Black Sea Ring Highway Caravan of 12 trucks from the BSEC countries, transporting goods between the BSEC countries along a 7,500 km route. 
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The main objectives of the Caravan were to promote the BSRH and BSEC to its people, to collect relevant data, to contribute to the assessment of existing physical and non-physical barriers in and between the Member States and to present evaluation and proposals for improvement of the situation within the BSRH project. The Caravan completed its mission successfully and brought its findings to the attention of the international community. The Caravan findings and conclusions as well as the NEA Study on the implementation of the FRTG MoU were also presented to the ITF/UNECE/WB Joint Seminar on Overcoming Border Crossing Obstacles, held in Paris, 5 – 6 March, 2009.

At its 1st meeting, held on 15-16 January 2009 in Istanbul, the BSRH Steering Committee (chaired by the Russian Federation) adopted documents necessary for the functioning of the Steering Committee and its Joint Permanent Technical Secretariat (JPTS). The Steering Committee declared the commencement of work of the BSRH JPTS, operated by the Greek public company “Egnatia Odos A.E”, located in Thessaloniki. 
It should be noted that this work is quite dynamic. The Steering Committee started its active phase in the implementation of the BSRH MoU having considered organizational matters regarding functioning of the Steering Committee and its Secretariat, a main BSRH route and the BSRH Action Plan. 

FACILITATION OF ROAD TRANSPORT OF GOODS

The Memorandum of Understanding on Facilitation of Road Transport of Goods in the BSEC Region (signed in Kyiv in 2002) entered into force on 20 July 2006. The Steering Committee established in accordance with this MoU and currently chaired by the Republic of Serbia works on the issues of gradual liberalization of transport, monitoring of border waiting times, introduction of the International Vehicle Weight Certificate, harmonization of charging policies etc. 
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The NEA Data on the Cost of Border Delays in the BSEC Region
Gradual liberalization of transportation. Latest developments. On 10 February 2009 in Istanbul the BSEC PERMIS hosted the Round Table devoted to the NEA research on the implementation of the MOU on Facilitation of Road Transport of Goods in the BSEC Region. The   initiative to  make  such a research and its co-sponsorship belonged to the International Road Transport Union and PERMIS. 
On 11 February 2009 in Istanbul, based on the NEA Research, the Steering Committee on Facilitation of Road Transport of Goods elaborated several options on the progressive liberalization of the International Road Transport of Goods, which also included establishment of a BSEC permit system, similar to ICMT, for road transit of goods. BSEC PERMIS together with the IRU and BSEC-URTA were invited to develop a BSEC permit format and rules for usage. 

The Republic of Albania, the Republic of Armenia, Georgia, the Republic of Moldova, Romania, the Republic of Serbia and the Republic of Turkey expressed their readiness to join the implementation of a pilot BSEC Permit in 2010 on the experimental basis for one year. They also supported a possibility to create a regional license system in nature with the ECMT License and they decided to create an Ad Hoc Project Group composed of representatives of abovementioned interested countries, which will work under the coordination of the BSEC PERMIS for creation of a multilateral license system similar in nature with the ECMT License.
The implementation of the Pilot Project started on 16 February 2010. 
Accession to international agreements. The MoU stipulates that “The Parties shall endeavor to accede, as soon as possible, to the agreements and conventions established under the auspices of the UNECE” and it contains 16 conventions, which have a priority for its implementation (see attachment). The issue of accession is permanently on the agenda of the Steering Committee.

At its meeting in Istanbul on 11 February 2009, the Steering Committee noted that the entering into force of the new Annex 8 to the UNECE International Convention on the Harmonization of Frontier Controls of Goods (1982) on 20 May 2008 will make the practice of the International Vehicle Weight Certificate (IVWC) universal and it will greatly facilitate the road transport of goods in the region. The Steering Committee proposed to organize a joint BSEC-UNECE seminar with the participation of all interested parties, to consider the ways of introduction of IVWC in the BSEC region. 
The BSEC-UNECE Seminar on the Implementation of  Annex 8 to the International Convention on the Harmonization of Frontier Controls of Goods (1982, Harmonization Convention) took place in Geneva on 18 June 2009. The Seminar brought together all potential participants (from public and private sectors) of the current process on the introduction and implementation of Annex 8 to the Harmonization Convention. The participants discussed existing problems related to the cross-border facilitation as well as they shared the best practices in the development of the border infrastructure and procedures. 

The next example of the fruitful BSEC-UNECE cooperation is the organizing  Third Expert Group Meeting and Interregional Workshop on Developing Euro-Asian Transport Links (EATL) on 11-13 November 2009, at the BSEC Headquarters in Istanbul.
Facilitation of Visa Procedures for the Professional Drivers. At its 19th Meeting, held on 23 October 2008 in Tirana, the Council of Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the BSEC Member States approved the Agreement on Simplification of Visa Procedures for Professional Drivers Nationals of the BSEC Member States and invited the interested BSEC Member States to sign the said Agreement. The Agreement was signed by the Republic of Albania, Republic of Armenia, Republic of Moldova and Republic of Turkey. The Republic of Turkey has already ratified the Agreement.

Harmonization of charging policies. The Steering Committee invited the Parties to provide data on the existing charging policies in their countries in accordance with a sample matrix-table.  The Steering Committee agreed to consider the combined data and the issue about establishment of an Ad Hoc Group of Experts for elaboration of proposals or recommendations on harmonization of the charging policies. 

Monitoring border waiting times is on the agenda of the Steering Committee. The IRU made its contribution into this work, presenting its Border Waiting Times Observatory System, which provides daily information to the fleet operators about actual border waiting times of trucks carrying goods for international trade, at various borders in Europe. Relevant proposals in this field were also made by UNDP.

DEVELOPMENT OF MARITIME INFRASTRUCTURE

The Memorandum of Understanding on the Development of the Motorways of the Sea (MoS) entered into force on 1 December 2008. The MoU is an important legal instrument for enhancement of cooperation on policy matters regarding the development of the MoS and/or extending the MoS already established in the European Union to the BSEC region and support business initiatives on the basis of mutual benefit.

The MoS are intended to concentrate flows of freight on sea-based logistical routes and in such a way to improve existing maritime links or to establish new viable, regular and frequent maritime links for the transport of goods and persons among the BSEC Member States and/or between BSEC Member States and the EU Member States, when possible, creating a real competitive alternative to land transport. 

It should be noted that on 12 June 2009 in Bucharest the BSEC Parliamentary Assembly considered a Report “Development of the Sea Transport in the BSEC Member States: problems and prospects”
 and adopted the Recommendation 107/2009 on “Development of the Sea Transport in the BSEC Member States: problems and prospects” 
The Ad Hoc Working Group on the Development of the Motorways of the Sea has considered a number of issues of conceptual nature which are necessary for the implementation of the MoU, in particular, on the Presidency, Elaboration of a Master Plan, Establishment of a MoS Joint Permanent Technical Secretariat and its location etc. The WG elaborated on and agreed the Plan-Concept of the Master Plan on the MoS Development and appointed the Russian Federation as its Chair.
CONCLUSIONS

The BSEC transport cooperation is a good example how the efforts at the regional level can supplement the efforts, which are being done in the development of Euro-Asian transport links under the auspices of the UNECE and ESCAP.

The projects are also in line with the EU policy concerning the extension of major Trans-European Transport Axes to the neighboring countries. Of the five axes connecting the EU and its neighbors
 the BSEC projects would cover the Central Axis, the South Eastern Axis and the Motorways of the Sea. 

Much of the BSEC success in the development of transport cooperation belongs to its fruitful cooperation with other transport organizations – UNECE, UNDP, CEI, CIS TC, IRU, IRF, and non-governmental associations - BASPA
, BINSA
, BRASS
 and BSEC-URTA
.

Further cooperation of the international organizations and coordination of their will greatly facilitate the development of the regional infrastructure as part of the Euro-Asian Transport links.  

� Actually, the WG has become a policy-making organ, which analyzes the transport developments in the region and brings its conclusion to the ministers of transport (meet, at least, once per year) and the Council of Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the BSEC Member States (the BSEC principal body, having meetings every half a year). The WG is coordinated by a country-coordinator on a biannual basis. Since 1 May 2009 Romania was assigned to this duty.





� Rapporteur: Mr. Reşat Doğru – Turkey 


� Commission’s Communication (COM 2007)32 Final dated 31 January 2007


� Black and Azov Seas Ports Association


� Black Sea International Shipowners Association


� Black Sea Region Association of Shipbuilders and Shiprepairers


� Union of Road Transport Association in the BSEC Region
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